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EXMOUTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL, 


Public Health Department, 
Templetown Lodge, 
Esplanade, 
EXMOUTH, 


Madam Chairman, Madam and Gentlemen, 


I have much pleasure in presenting to you my Annual 
Report for the year ending 31st December, 1953, 


I am pleased to say that the general health of the 
district has remained satisfactory and the incidence of notif- 
iable diseases, with the exception of measles and whooping 
cough, has remained low, 


I am also pleased to say that no cases of dysentery 
were notified during the year and for the seventh consecutive 
year there has been no cases of diphtheria in the Exmouth 
district, With regard to the latter infectious disease, I must 
again stress the great necessity of Diphtheria Immmnisation if 
we are to keep diphtheria in check, The danger of an attitude 
of complacency developing in the minds of the general public, 
in the absence of epidemics of diphtheria, makes it all the 
more necessary for adequate publicity to be given for the need 
of immunisation of all babies before they reach the age of 1 
year and re-inforcing injections at the ages of 5 years and 10 
years in order to maintain the protection acquired during their 
initial immunisation, 


With regard to the statistics for the year, the 
estimated resident mid-year population has risen from 17,160 in 
1952 to 17,300 in 1953, The standardised live birth rate has 
increased slightly from 14,2 in the previous year to 14.8 for 
the year under review, This is still slightly below that for 
the country as a whole, 


The standardised death rate for Exmouth has also 
Peetem s2om 10,5 an 4952 to.10,2 in 19535 and, it is to be noted, 
is lower than that for England & Wales. (11.4). 


I regret to say that the infant mortality, i.e,, 
deaths of infants under 1 year of age, showed a marked increase 
over the previous year and reached a figure of 45.5 as compared 
with 26,8 for England& Wales, The majority of these deaths 
were from prematurity and/or congenital malformations, 


The ave.age age at death of males was 66,9 and of 
females 71,3 which is approximately the same as that for the 
country. 


I should like to thank the Sanitary Inspector, the 
Engineer & Surveyor and the Housing Officer for the information 
contained in this report relative to their appropriate sections, 
and to thank all members of the staff for their loyal support 
and conscientious manner in which they have carried out their 
duties, 


Finally, I should like to express my appreciation of 
the help, co-operation, and support which has been given to me 
by all members of the Council during the year, 

I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient servant 
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Medical Officer « of Health, 
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Medical Officer of Health, 


L,G, ANDERSON, M,D., Ch.B., D.P.H., 


Senior Sanitary Inspector, 


Wipe Bh, Cy RONG ARS. Is; MS.1.As, 


Additional Sanitary Inspector, 


MR, D,R, REDGWELD, M.R.S.I., MS.1.A4., 


Engineer, Surveyor, and Water Engineer, 


MR, R.J. HUMPHREYS, M.I., Mun,E., M.R,.San.I., 


Deputy Surveyor, 


MR, WJ. WHITSED, 


Housing Officer, 


Heese, PUBROTT, A,I,Hsg,., AR,S,1,, 
(Commenced duties 5th January, 1953). 
Clerk to Medical Officer of Health & 
Sanitary Inspector, 


MRS, S.H, MULLER, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive © 
in 2017 with funding from — 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o29199980 


1. 


STATISTICS OF THE AREA, 


Area (in acres) eee oe eee eee Deo 
Resident Population Mid veer 1953, 

as estimated by the Registrar General ... wae gee 8.9, 
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1953) ee cee 5,810 
Rateable value (end of 1953) ... ve mie ase 191,055 
Product of a penny rate (March 1953) ... one eee £760 


VITAL STATISTICS, 


(a) Live Births, 


Males Females Total 


Legitimate Daan. , 105 226 
ES ee re eee 
ee 


Live birth rate per 1,000 estimated resident population... 14,0 
Standardised live birth rate per 1,000 estimated resident 
population... 14,8 


Live birth rate per 1,000 estimated civilian population 
England & Wales ... 15.5 


(b) Still Births, 


Legitimate 


' Illegitimate 


Still birth rate per 1,000 total live births eccccsscccees 1655 
Still birth rate per 1 000 estimated resident population.. 0,23 


Still birth rate per 1 000 Civilian ean 


{¢) Deaths, 
Males Females Total 
42h. 11,6 270 


Corrected death rate per 1,000 estimated resident population 15.6 
Standardised death rate per 1,000 estimated resident 

population 10,2 
Death rate per 1,000 civilian population England & Wales 5 i 
Death from puerperal causes Nil 
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(d) Infant Mortality, 
(Deaths of infants under 1 year of age). 


Male Female 
Legitimate | 5 6 
Illegitimate ~ - 
Total | 5 6 


Infant Mortality per 1,000 live births .., was 
Infant Mortality ver 1,000 births England & Wales 


LIVE BIRTH RATE, 
(Rate per 1,000 estimated resident population), 


During 1953 117 male and 107 female (total 22),) babies were born, 
Compared with 1952 the total births decreased by 8, The standardised 
rate per 1,000 estimated resident population was 14,8, slightly lower 


than pe for England & Wales as a whole, 
England & Wales the total live births registered for the year 


was Gap 007, which was 8,721 higher than the total for 1952 and re= 
presents a live birth rate per 1,000 population of 15,5, 


The Standardised live birth rate during the last 10 years:- 


| 19bd. | 1945 [1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 


Hxmouth | 15.8 | 15.2 [18,6 ee 1b 2 Bldhh| deaths. 


ised | os le ns ANG) 13. 1 Vb 14.8 
Paes *| 17.6 “Ties ou f sap mapa Bauer 15.5 
Wales 


4, ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH RATE, 


Rate per 1,000 total live births), 


Of the 224 children born during 1953, 16 were illegitimate which 
is 4 more than in the previous year, The rate per 1,000 total live 


births was 66.2, 
The Illegitimate birth rates during the last 10 years were as 


follows:- 


1952 | 1953 | 


+ Figures not available, 
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STILL BIRTHS 

(Rate per 1,000 estimated resident population), 

The number of still births which occurred during 1953, viz. 4 
was 5 less than in the previous year and the still birth rate of 
0.23 was below that for England & Wales as a whole (0.35). The 
subjoined table shows the still birth rate for the last 10 years:=- 


Sener m me 


DEATHS, 


During 1955, 270 persons normally resident in the urban district 
died (12) males, 116 females) which represents a corrected death 
rate of 15,6 but when allowance for age and sex distribution has 
been made represents a "standardised" death rate of 10,2, This 
rate is lower than that for 1952 and is slightly below that for 
England & Wales as a whole 11.4, The following table shows the 
corrected and standardised death rates for Exmouth for the last 10 


ee 


2c pac 
igor Uigtet 1t.5 | 42; OP Wo) tag) Tteo i: 12.5 | tte 
Wales, 


(b) Age at death, 


pe | | r0 fes.0| 
7046 | 7143 


66.49 (65. 84.67. 
wales (F 70.88 | 72.35 
# Expectation of Life from "Provisional Statistics for England & 
Wales for 1952", 
It may be noted here that 52 years ago in 1901 the expectation of 
life for a male child was 48,53 years and a female child 52,38 years, 
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(6) Causes of death, 


The following table shows the causes of death (data 
supplied bu the Registrur General), 


Disease 


Tuberculosis 
Respiratory 
Other Forms 


Females | Total 


Cancer 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 
Ss . lung, bronchus 
” 8 Breast 
: a uterus 
Other Malignant & lymphatic neoplasms 


Diabetes 


| 


Leukaemia, aleukaemia 
Vascular lesions of the nervous 
system (e.g., cerebral haemorrhage), 20 29 
' Coronary disease, angina Ss 1 
Hypertensions with heart disease 
(high blood pressure) 


Other heart disease Pag i 


Other circulatory disease 


Pneumonia 


Bronchitis 
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Other diseases of respiratory system 


Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 1 


Nephritis & nephrosis 

Hyperplasia of prostate 

Other infective and parasitic diseases 
Influenza 


Other defined and ill-defined diseases 
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Motor vehicle accidents 


All other accidents 


Congenital malformations 
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The most prevalent cause of death during 1953 was that 
of heart disease 100 cases (35,8% total deaths), Cancer was the 
cause in 39 cases (14.4% total deaths), and intra~cranial 
vascular lesions such as cerebral haemorrhage and thrombosis was 
responsible for 49 deaths (18,2% total deaths), 


(d) Deaths due to Motor Accidents 


The following details refer to the two motor accidents 
which occurred during the year:= 


tg Female 21 -~ Heart failure due to ac, intraperit- 
oneal haemorrhage due to rupture of 
liver due to motor cycle on which she 
was pillion passenger leaving main 
road and crashing into oil cabinet 
and petrol pump in Parish of Kennford, 


2. Female 72 .- Shock due to severe head injuries 
including fracture of skull accident~ 
ally sustained when deceased was 
knocked down by a car, 


Deaths due to Other Accidents. 


le Female 73  - 1a, Pulmonary Embolism, 
b, Auricular Fibrillation, 
2. Fractured Femur, 


2: Female 86 - Shock and exhaustion following burns 
when deceased's dressing gown caught 
fire in her bedroom, 


3a Female 66 =- Pulmonary Embolism following oper 
ation pinning fracture of neck of 
left femur due to a fall (going 
upstairs at home), 


Deaths by Suicide, 


ty Male 39 =~ Multiple injuries sustained in a fall 
from cliff, 

As Male 72 - Coal gas poisoning, self administered, 

de Male 63 = Coal gas poisoning, self administered, 

he Male 58 -—- Pneumonia following fracture of neck of 


left femur due to fall from verandah of 
hospital ward, Did kill himself whilst 
the balance of his mind was disturbed 
by serious illness, 
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(e) The following table shows the incidence of death at various 
age groups (from returns supplied by the local Registrar of Births 
& fais). 
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INFANT MORTALITY, 

Eleven infants, 5 males and 6 females under the age of 1 year 
died during 1953. This represents an infant mortality rate of 45.5 
which is above that for England & Wales (26.8). 

The infant mortality rate represents the number of deaths of 
infants under one year of age per 1,000 live births, 


The causes of death of these infants were as follows:= 


Haemorrhagic disease of newborn, 
Intestinal Obstruction, and Congenital Abnormality, 


Week| Infected atelectasis and immaturity, 


F 
M 3 Weds; Broncho=Pneumonia and Peritonitis, 
M 


oe) aaa Broncho-Penumonia, Repeated vomiting of unknown cause, 


F 2 Mntbs} Gastroenteritis and Prematurity. 
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DEATHS: FROM ZYMOTIC DISEASES, 


Scarlet Fever 


CANCER; Deaths from Cancer decreased from 48 in 1952 to 39 
in 1953 il in relation to the total number of deaths the rate per cent 
decreased from 17,4 in 1952 to 14.4 in 1953, 


The parts of the body affected are given in the following table;= 


Stomach 


Lung & Bronchus 


Al1L ae sites 


The incidence of deaths from Cancer during the last 10 years as 
follows;-= 


igus [19.5 _| s9u6 | tour] 1948 1549 | 1950] 1950 | 1952] 1955. 


ents fo tates totale fol 
of deaths, 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES, 


population 


During 1953, 590 cases of notifiable infectious diseases were 
notified which is 3) more than in the previous year, The greatest 
increase in any particular disease will be seen to be in the case of 
measles and whooping cough, 
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1, 
(a) Poliomyelitis, 


Iwo cases of poliomyelitis occurred in the district during 
the year, One of the cases, that of a child aged 8 years, presum 
ably contracted the disease elsewhere but on arrival at Exmouth 
developed the characteristic symptoms and was admitted to the 
Whipton Isolation Hospital, She made a complete recovery, 

The second case was that of a young lady whose predominent 
symptoms were those of difficulty in swallowing and in speech, She 
was also admitted to the Win pton Isolation Hospital and made a 
satisfactory recovery, 


(b) Measles, 


Two years ago there was a high incidence of measles, last year 
the number of cases was only 13, it was therefore not unexpected 
when the incidence began to rise towards the latter end of the year, 
In ali 425 cases were notified, On the whole the disease was mild 
and little in the way of complications were noted, An interesting 
feature of many of the cases was the two phase nature of the disease, 
Following an initial pyrexia of 1-2 days the patients were afebrile 
for a further two days after which the pyrexia recurred and the rash 
became evident, 


The seasonal incidence of Mcasles in Exmouth and England & ‘ales 
as a whole was as follows:- 


Exmouth 


aca 


(c) Pneumonia, 
The number of notified cases of pneumonia during the year was 25, 
Of these 6 were classed as the influenzal type and occurred during the 


first three months of the year, The disease was most prevalent in the 
older age groups, 


(d) Diphtheria, 


I am pleased to record that for the 7th consecutive year there has 
been no case of Diphtheria in the district, 


Tabular Statements of Infectious Diseases, 


(e) The incidence during 1953 of the various notifiable infectious dis- 
eases is tabulated herewith, 


< ~ Cases Cases ad ed 
Disease Notified to H ospital 


ee ee on = ————z 


Measles 
Whooping cough 


Acute Polio-=myelitis . 
Encephalitis (Infantile Paralysis) 


Scarlet Fever 
Ac, Primary Pneumonia 


Ophthalmia Neonatorun 
Erysipelas 


590 


Th 


(f) The following table shows the incidence of notifiable infectious 
diseases grouped according to age:= 


Sanngre 


Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 
Ac, Polio~ 
myeLlitis 1 
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(g) Table showing the incidence (numbers notified) of various ins 
fectious diseases during the last 10 years;- 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 


During 1953, 16 new cases of Tuberculosis were notified ( 9 


males and 7 females), 


The age distribution of new cases, localisation of the disease 
and deaths from Tuberculosis during 1953, were as follows:= 


AGE 
PERIOD 


O-1 


ATORY 


NEW CASES 


' 


| DEATHS 


NON-RESPIRATORY' RESPIRATORY | NON-RESPIRATORY 


nak 
FELLER 


The number of cases still on the Tuberculosis Register at the 
end of the year were:~ 


On receipt of a notification of Tuberculosis the housing con- 
ditions, milk supply etc,, are investigated in collaberation with the 
Chest Physician and where necessary appropriate recommendation made 
to the Housing Conmittee, 
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13. 


The incidence of new cases of Tuberculosis brought to the 
notice of the Medical Officer of Health during the period 1941953 
is given in the following table:- 


is51] 1952 i953 


ppepeterel [5 


Table showing incidence of all forms of Tuberculosis, 
(Rates per 1,000 estimated resident population), 


ely 
1912 0.99 
= - 
1930 
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For further reference to this subject IT would refer you to para» 
graph 11 of my Annual Report for the year 1952, 


NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 
The Health Services provided by the Local Health Authority 


(Devon County Council) under Part II and III of the Act applicable to 
your district are briefly set out herewith, 


PART II, 
(a) HOSPITAL FACILITIES, 
(i) General, 
The urban district is well served by the Exmouth Cottage Hospital 


Claremont Grove, Exmouth ("Phone Exmouth 4301) where there is accomm= 
odation for: 


Male 12 beds 

Female 16 beds 

Children 5 beds and 4. cots, 
Private Wards 8 
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In addition to the Exmouth Cottage Hospital, use is made of:- 


1. Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, Southernhay East ('Phone 2261) 
320 beds, 


2. Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic Hospital, Buckerell Bore, Exeter, 
("Phone 54217) 115 beds, 


3g West of England Eye Infirmary, Magdalen Street, Exeter, 
( 'Phone 3483) 62 beds, 


The plastic surgery centre for Devon is held at the Royal Devon 
& Exeter Hospital on the 2nd Thursday in each month from 9,30,a,m, to 
12.30, Mr, Fitz-Gibbons and Mr, Bodenham of the §,i/, Regional 
Hospital Board attend, 
(ii) Maternity, 
th Poltimore Nursing Home - 10 beds, 
2. Redhills Hospital, St, Thomas, Exeter, 
3. Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital for complicated or difficult cases, 
(iii) Isolation, 


Cases of Infectious Diseases are admitted to iixeter City Isolation 
Hospital, Whipton ('Phone Exeter 671 58) as in previous years, 


I would like to record my sincere appreciation for the ready help, 
and co-operation given at all times by the Medical Superintendent and 
Staff of the Hospital, 


(iv) Smallpox, 


A smallpox hospital of 28 beds at Upton Pyne administered by the 
Regional Hospital Board is available in case of need (Tel: No: Stoke 
Canon 207), 


Should your MedicallOfficer of Health require the services of a 
consultant, arrangements have been made to call upon;:-= 


Name Address Telephone 
By D By Night 
Dr, C, Seward 20, Southernhay West, Exeter Exeter 
Exeter 2110 4120 
or 
Dr. W.J. Laird City Hospital, Exeter Exeter 
Exeter 2671 3116 


(Office) (Home) 
(b) LABORATORY FACILITIES, 

Bacteriological and Serological examinations are carried out at 
the Public Health Laboratory, 7, Dix's Field, Exeter (Tel; No: Exeter 
54959), under the direction of Dr, B, Moore, whose ready co-operation 
and help I wish to acknowledge, 

(c) VENEREAL DISEASE, 


Under the present scheme free advice and treatment is available 
to all persons at the following centre:-= 


EXETER MALES FEMALES 
Royal Devon & Exeter Mon, 3 =-5 p.m Mon, 6 = 7 p.m 


Hospital, Fri, 6 ~8 p.m, Fri, 5 = 5 pelle 
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(d) AMBULANCE FACILITIES, 


As from 5th July, 1948, the local health authority became re= 
sponsible for the ambulance services in the area, and at their re- 
quest the Exmouth Division of the St, John Ambulance Brigade agreed 
to act as their agents and continue the service commenced in 1936, 


Three ambulances are maintained at the Ambulance Station, Bastin 
Hall, Elm Grove, Exmouth (Tel: No: Exmouth 2857). 


In the district served the ambulances have carried 1,672 patients 
and increase of 151 on last year, 214 accident casualties an increase 
of 23; and covered 27,287 miles, an increase of 4,823, 


PART Tit. 


(e) CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN, 


A Health Visitor is assigned to this district and has one 
trained nursing assistant working under her, Voluntary assistance 
is rendered at the various clinics by Ladies. of the town, 

Such assistance is greatly appreciated, 


The two Medical Officers who attend the Infant \lelfare Centres 
are (a) Dr. Dawe of Budleigh Salterton (b) Dr, L,G, Anderson your 
Medical Officer of Health, 


The Centres are held at St, Clements, Exeter Road, Exmouth on 


Wednesdays and Fridays from 2,30.p.m to 4.30.p.m, During 1953, the 
following attendances were made;- 


Total No: of attend- Total No: of babies Total No: of Toddlers 
ances of mothers attending attending 


3, 28. 2,634, 1,165 


(of which 266 cases were|(of which 215 cases (of which 121 were 
first attendances) | were first attendance} first attendances), 


Welfare foods are supplied at the St, Clements Infant Welfare 
Centre on iJednesday and Fricay afternoons, 


(f) MATERNITY, 


There are 6 District Nurse Midwives in this district viz:- 


Nurse Snaith Nurse Newell 
Nurse Warne Nurse Burrington 
Nurse Griffey Nurse Marsh 


who reside at No, 2, Albion Hill, Exmouth (Tel: No: Exmouth 2257). Each 
nurse is in possession of a motor car, All are fully trained in gas and 
oxygen analgesia and two apparatus are available for their use, 


(g) CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS, 
When necessary, arrangements can be made for the admission of 


& premature baby and its mother to the nearest Maternity unit, in this 
case the Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, Exeter, 
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(h) DENTAL CARE OF MOTHERS & YOUNG CHILDREN, 


A well equipped dental surgery is provided at St, Clements, 
Exeter Rd, Exmouth, at which dental treatment can be given to mothers 
and young children, 


(i) DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION, 


I.munisation against Diphtheria could be given at the age of 
8 months and consists of a course of two injections of A,P,T, given at 
one month's interval, The protection thus provided should be main-= 
tained by means of a single reinforcing injection at 5 years of age, 
and a second single reinforcing injection at 10 years of age, 

The immunisation can be given by the patients own doctor, 
the Medical Officer attending the Infant Wlefare Centres or by the 
Assistance Schools Medical Officer, 

During 1953, 198 children received initial immunisation 
and 254 were given reinforcing injections, 


The following report has been kindly supplied by the Engineer 
and Surveyor, 


13, WATER SUPPLY, 


(a) Source of Supply. 


The towm has two sources from which its water supply is obtained, 
namely:= 
1, The catchment area at Squabmoor which feeds into an impounding 
Reservoir, and 


2, ‘two boreholes at Dotton in the parish of Colaton Raleigh, 


During the year the diversion of the two 15" pipelines around 
"Quentance Farm" has been practically completed, and it is certain 
that these pipelines together with the new two million gellons cap= 
acity Service Reservoir at the Capel Lane Works will be in full use 
for the 1954 Summer Season, 


The re-organisation of the water undertaking generally, has 
been taken a step further by approval to proceed with the construct- 
ion of the new one million gallons capacity Service Reservoir at 
Blackhill and the laying of a necessary pipeline from the Capel Lane 
Works to it, It is hoped that these works will commence in the 
Summer of 1952, 


(b) Quality, 


Water has been very satisfactory in quality suring the year and 
of the 12 bacteriological samples taken all were satisfactory, The 
last analysis is as follows:- 


W.453. High Filters, Exmouth Reservoir, 
Probable number of coli-aerogenes organisms per 100 ml - nil, 


We450, Lower Filters, Exmouth Reservoir, 
Probable number of coli~aerogenes organisms per 100 ml,- nil, 


W454. Hast Budleigh Rgservoir, 
Probable number of coli-aerogenes organisms per 100 ml, =~ nil, 


W.452, Bystock Reservoir, 
Probable number of coli-aerogenes organisms per 100 ml = nil, 


W449, Borehole at Dotton, 
Probable number of coli-aerogenes organisms per 100 ml ~ nil, 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


18, 


17. 


(c) Quantitye 


The acmand during the summer season was again very high and there 
was lit: margin between the consumption and the quantity of water 
which covld be delivered through the old mains between Knowle Hill and 
Capel Lanse, This difficulty will not be resolved until the new two 
million gailons capacity service reservoir at Capel Lane can be used, 


(d) There are at present 5541 properties connected to the main supply 
and during 1953, 196 connections were made, 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. 


During the year, work has commenced on the construction of the 
new Stormvater Pumping Station at Hartopp Road, 


PUBLIC CONVENIENCES, 


These were maintained to quite a high standard throughout the year 
and the new Conveniences provided on the Sea Front by the Lifeboat 
Station proved very satisfactory and the wash-up facilities at them 
were greatly appreciated by visitors, 


PUBLIC CLEANSING AND REFUSE DISPOSAL, 


Refuse has continued to be disposed of by means of controlled 
tipping at the King George's Field, The scheme for the provision of 
new Steel Piling around this area together with the extension of the 
Stormwater Sewer outflow has been re-estimated and submitted to the 
Ministry for their approval, 


SWIMMING POOL, 


The Swiniawing Popol has contimied to be very popular both with 
residents aud visitors, 


The fcitowing paragraphs 18 = 24 have been kindly supplied by 
the Sanitary Inspector, 
SANITARY TNSE2°TION OF THE AREA, 


Number No, of Inspections; 
Premises visi.scc., total number under 


sub-headings below 99 193 
Ts PITS on ewiens atin kh Onsenauee be 4 23 
ee Drains Peo TCoU es cneebecnee ee bee 6 16 33 
3. W.C's reconstructed or repaired,. 5 9 
Le House roofs repaired ¢eoeeeveveeeeoe 8 9 
5, House yoro. oaving repaired, ssesece ~ - 
6. House wa!.: =:¢ floors repaired., 21 25 
te Other hous- oS os BS EE Sener ae 43 18 
8. Ashbins oS riced Peoverveesesevneese 1 1 
9 Nuisances aus ted @eeeeveseeenseees 52 Wf, 
Miscellaneous ‘plaints, caravans, 
MOSQUITOES CtCeereee 654, 


Number of informal notices served 
(general)., 42 
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Coal Discharging and Screening Plant - Exmouth Docks, 


Luring October, 1953 complaints were received regarding 
dust and noise from the near plant erected by Messrs, Renwick, 
Wilton & Dobson Limited for screening coal received at the Docks, 


Several visits were made and on two occasions meetings were 
held on the site with Mr, Dobson, a director of the firm, and it 
was suggested and agreed, in order to minimise as far as possible 
the complaints as to dust, that:~ 


ls the coal in the ships’ holds be hosed prior to 
and during loading, 

re the grabs be carefully lowered when discharging 
coal on the dump, 

Die the sprays on the outside edge of the dump be put 
back into operation and put into use whenever 
required, 

4 the rising conveyor belt be boxed in, 


With regard to excessive noise from the plant, it appeared 
this came from the following points:~ 


(a) where the coal leaves the conveyor belt and falls on 
tothe screen. 

(b) on the vibrating screening platform, and 

(c) when the coal falls from the platform down the metal 
shutes, 


The firm agreed to line all the above three points with 
hardboard and rubber, and in addition to case in the whole of the 
top section of the screening plant, 


By the end of the year items 1, 2, 3, and 4, and the lining 
of a, b, and c, had been carried out, It is expected that the re 
maining work will be completed early in 1954, This work has 
effected a reduction in the amount of dust and noise arising from 
the plant, 


(In addition to the above, visits were made to various premises as 
shown under the following different headings:-~) 


19. . DISINFECTION, 


Number No, of Insvections, 


Disinfection of Bedding (lots) 42 
Disinfection of Premises gy and. 3 visits made, 
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19. 


ERADICATION OF BED BUGS, 


Number of Houses kes found to be infested) 0 
Nunber of Houses (Other than Council 
found to be infested) 1 
Number of Houses (Other than Council 
found to be infested disinfected) 1 


For the disinfestation use was made of "Gammexane D 03" and 
and "Gammexane" Smoke Generators, 


CAMPING SITES, 


There are four sites within the urban district licensed by the 
Council under Section 269 of the Public Health Act, 1936, for camp- 
ing purposes and are as follows:- 


Ts Sandy Bay Holiday Park, 


Fields at Westdown Farm, Littleham, bearing Ordnance Survey 
Memeeee 107, 190, 197, 198, 200, 201, 203, 512, 514, 515, 516, 519, 
eee o>, 524, 526, 551, 552, 555, 5354, 535, and 536, 

Licensed for /;/5 moveable dwellings. 


2. Foxholes Hill, 


Fields at Maer Farm and Foxholes Hill, bearing Ordnance Survey 
Numbers 471, 475, and 497, 
Licensed for 150 caravans of a type approved by the Council, 


Je Orcombe Heights, 


Fields at Orcombe Heights bearing Ordnance Survey Numbers 499 
and 503, 

Licensed for 20 tents or trailer caravans of a type approved by 
the Council, 


Lre Higher Orcombe, 


Bields at Higher Orcombe bearing Ordnance Survey Numbers 500, 
502, 504, 506, and 507. 

Licensed for 82 trailer caravans of a type approved by the 
Council, 


They were again well patronised and the maximum number of 
campers resident in the area at any one time during the height of 
the season was 4,115 and 1,176 dwellings, 

The number of visits and inspections in respect of the licensed 
camping sites was 57, 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD, 


(a) Milk Supply. 


The number of visits made to the 22 dairies in the district 
was 75. The inspections revealed that each dairy was kept up to a 
good standard of cleanliness, The methods employed for the cleans+ 
ing and sterilization of all utensils, bottles, etc,, at each dairy 
were inspected and found satisfactory, 
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(b) Meat and Other Foods, 
(i) Unsound Food, 


Food condemned as unfit for human consumption consisted of;-= 


MEAT, Pounds Cwts,. grs. lbs, 
Beef (Bone Taint 183 
Veal (Bone Taint 23 12 Se AO 
OTHER FOODS, 
Chickens (Decomposed) 7 
Sausages (Decomposed and mouldy) 41 
Lemon Soles (Decomposed) 42 
Fruit Pies (Mould) 8 
1. Box of dried Apricots 
(contaminated by ants) 28 t. -. 1h, 
TINNED MEATS, 
Stewed Steak Contents 79 
Cooked Ham decomposed 166 
Jellied Veal or 48 
Luncheon Meat ( tins blown 95 ae 1s 2h, 
TINS OF FOOD (ASSORTED) 
No, of Tins, 
1,134. (Lins punctured or blown) 4202 10. 2: 26. 
Total of all foods condemned 17, -, 18. 


————————————————————_ 


During the year visits were paid to provision stores, meat 
shops, cooked meat shops, fish shops, fried fish shops, greengrocers, 
and fruit shops, and if any suggestion was made that would further 
the Clean Food Campaign the person having control of the shop would 
see that it was carried out, 

The number of visits to these premises was 921, 


(ii) Catering Establishments, 


The general standard of cleanliness appeared to meet the re= 
quirements of the Food & Drugs Act and when visiting thesecstablish = 
ments it was gratifying to see that the advice that had been given in 
previous visits had not been forgotten, 


Advice given to the persons in charge was willingly received. and 
gradual improvement is being made in the provision of more modern 
equipment and fittings at these premises, 


I am pleased to report that the traders were always willing to 
co-operate, and if any reasonable request was made, it was attended to 
without delay, 


The number of visits made to these places was 120, 
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(iad) Hotels & Guest Houses, 


Vicwts were made to 19 of these premises to inspect the 
kitchens, and where necessary suggestions and advice were given to 
meet the ‘requirements given in the report of the Catering Trades 
Working Party, 


(c) Ice Cream, 


During the year 65 samples of ice cream were taken from the 
manufacturers in the district for bateriological examination at the 
Public Health Laboratory and the results were as follows:= 


GRADE I ~ (83% 
GRADE IT - 15% 
GRADE III = 

GRADE IV ~ - 


The results of the tests may be considered to be satisfactory 
on the whole, 


The sample which gave the Grade III result meant that something 
unusual had happened, As soon as the result was received the man= 
ufacturer was informed, but he could give no reason for the failure 
of the sample, A thorough investigation commenced, all the utensils 
were carefully examined to see if they were properly cleansed, and 
the methods of preparing the mix were checked, but no fault could be 
found with the normal routine, 


It was suggested to the manufacturer that the sterilization of 
the utensils might not have been done properly, and may have been 
the cause of the trouble, He did not think it was, but as he was 
very keen to rectify the matter he agreed to pay special attentiron 
to the sterilization of all utensils before they were used again, 
When satisfied that proper sterilization had taken place, another 
sample was taken and to everyones satisfaction the result was Grade 
I. 


Below is given a tabulated statement of the result of samples 


Since 1919, 


1952 1955 
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Although the figures for 1953 are not so good as those for 1952 
they still show a slight improvement on those for 1951 and is mst 
be borne in mind that an extra 8 samples were taken which only just 
failed «. reach the Grade I standard, On the whole it can be con~ 
Sidered ..at the improvement is being maintained, 


The producers were at all times co-operative and as in the 
previous year a copy of each Laboratory report was sent to the 
manufacturer concerned, 


Visits were made to premises where ice~cream was sold and those 
inspections were satisfactory, 


(da) Bakehouses, 


There were 17 visits made to the bakehouses in the district and 
the general standard was good, In the few cases where minor defects 
were observed it was only necessary to draw the attention of the 
person concerned when the matter was put right, 


(e) Shellfish, 


Regular visits were made to the Shellfish Factory at the docks 
occupied by Messrs, Exe Shellfish Limited, and from these visits it 
was evident that detailed consideration is given to maintaining a 
high standard of hygiene at the Factory, 


Fifteen samples of cockles and mussels were taken at the Factory 
during the inspections and sent to the Public Health Laboratory at 
Exeter for bacteriological examination, All the samples were reported 
as "Satisfactory", 


BYELAWS UNDER SECTION 15 OF THs FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1938, 


During the inspections of the various premises it has been noted 
that the traders have generally observed the requirements of the 
Byejlaws and only informal advice on some occasions has been necessary, 


CLEAN FOOD CAMPATGN, 


The traders in the area have continued to assist the Department 
in the furtherance of food hygiene and to endeavour. to see that all 
members of their staff take the necessary precautions, 


At all times the importance of hand washing after the use of the 
W.c, is stressed to all concerned in every branch of the food trade, 


During the year the attention of all caterers in the district was 
drawn to the Ministry of Food booklet "Clean Catering" - A handbook 
on premises, equipment and practices for the promotion of hygiene in 
Catering Establishments, It was felt desirable that all caterers 
shovid be aware of this very practical booklet in order to refer to 
it waen the possibility of alterations or improvements were being 
considcrcd 


Dogs in Food shops 


It is pleasing to note that the majority of these "Dog Notices" 
are still being prominently exhibited and fewer dogs are being seen 
in the shops, 
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949, 


Genera... During the year the number of complaints 

regarding rats and mice reached about the 
same level as last year, On investigation 
it was generaliy found that there was 
poultry kept at the premises or in the 
vicinity, All complaints were satisfact-— 
orily dealt with either by the occupier of 
the premises or the Council, 


Sewer Rats, Upon carrying out a 10% test baiting of the 
sewers, as requested by the Ministry of 
Agriculture & Fisheries, the sewers were 
again found to be free from rats, The tests 
were made during June and 104 baits laid, 
As two consecutive "No Takes" were recorded 
on alternative days for each manhole baited, 
the sewer system was considered to be free 
from rats, 


Council Property. During the year four treatments were carried 
out at King George V Ground, Refuse Tip and 
the Depot, These properties, at the moment, 
appear to be in a satisfactory condition, 


Withycombe Brook, To keep the rats down in the Withycombe and 
Carter 4 venue areas, the brook was given 
six treatments, 


During the year, 183 visits were made regarding Rat and 
Mice infestations, 


SHOPS ACT, 1950, 


As Sanitary Authority this Council is responsible only for 
enforcing provisions of Section 38 of the Shaps Act, 1950, which re~ 
late to ventilation and heating of Shops and Sanitary Conveniences, 


There were 201 premises inspected under the Shops Act, 1950, 
during the year and all were found to be satisfactory, 


HOUSING, 


Tt was found necessary to serve one statutory notice during 
the course of the year, 


In the early part of the year a preliminary housing survey 
of 84 houses was carried out in the central area of the town in 
connection with the Devon County Council Re-~Development Plan for 
Exnouth in co-operation with the Town and Gountry Planning Authority 
for the purposes of information regarding the condition of this area, 
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26, FPACTORTES ACT, 1937. 


1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provision as to health (including 
inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors), 


Number on | Inspect |Written Occupiers 
Register ions Notices | Prosecuted 


1, Factories in which 
SecuLons 1,2,5,4,5, & 
6,are to be enforced 
by Local Authorities, 


Factories not included 
in (1) in which Section 
7 is enforced by the 
Local Authority 


Other premises in 
which Section 7 is en= 
forced by the Local 
Authority (excluding 
outworkers' Premises), 


Number of cases in which defects 
were ae 
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Unreasonable temperatu G| 


Ineffective drainage | 
of floors = 


} Unsuitable or 
defective 


Other offences ee | 
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offences relating to 
Outwork, 
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HOUSING.. 


Tiic following report has been kindly supplied by the Housing 
Officer. 


During the year, a further 100 dwellings were completed and 
occupied on the Littleham Village and Salterton Road Housing Estates, 
as follows:= 


LITTLEHAM VILLAGE HOUSING ESTATE (1953). 


Three bedroom houses 9 gee aap eae evs 4 houses, 


(This Estate was completed in 1953 and comprises of 66 
three bedroom houses, 6 two bedroom bungalows, 12 two 
bedroom flats, and 12 one bedroom flats) 


SALTERON ROAD HOUSING ESTATE (1953). 


Three bedroom houses with garages we. 1. 
Three bedroom houses ... reas sig [Oh 
Two bedroom flats Sean ey Sea © ae 
One bedroom flats bee) ae a eisis 


(The development of this Estate was commenced in 1952 
and 3 bedroom houses were completed during that year), 


The following figures are given for information;:- 


Number of Families housed during the year:~ 


New dwellings ave oe oes 100, 
Dwellings re-let ,.,. eae Poe 18, 1165 


Number of exchanges arranged with other Local 
Authorities soe “ee eee eoe eee ese Le 


Number of transfers and exchanges arranged on all 
the Housing Estates ahaa ae mae eae wee 10, 


Number of families accommodated in requisitioned 


property, as at the 31st December, 1953 we. aA TLLe 
Number of properties released from requisitioning 

during Pee Year sos eee oce ove coe eve 19. 
Number of persons interviewed by the Housing Dept, EPPA S 


Number of visits and investigations by the Housing 
Department eee eee eco cece eos eee 385. 


Number cf new application forms received, and in- 
cluded on ail Housing Lists, during the year ..,. 5074 


In November, 1953 further housing renewal application forms 
were sent to cach person on the Housing Lists, including Licensees 
in requisitioned property, Out of the 724 sent out, 5/72 were com 
pleted and returned, 
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26. 


The analysis of the Housing Lists (excluding the outside list) 
as at 1st January, 1954, was assfollows:= 


Total 
No, of i Adequately 
Loca. Housing Lists Applicants : Housed, 


Acconmodation, 


3 Bedroom 
2 Bedroom 


1 Bedroom 


OUTSIDE HOUSING LIST, 


The number of applicants included on this list ( i.e., applicants 
resid nt and employed outside Exmouth) as at the 1st January, 195), 
was — 11), cases, 
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